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CHAPTER I
 
INTRODUCTION
 
Statement of the Problem
 
The problem to be studied is cheating in the junior high
 
school. Cheating is such a serious problem that at times it
 
takes on national significance. In the United States the West
 
/
 
Point cheating scandals of 1951 and 1974 had national reper
 
cussions. A similar scandal at the United States Air Force
 
Academy in 1967 and 1975.
 
This researcher wants to find out if the teachers at the
 
Junior High School being studied, felt cheating was a serious
 
problem. A survey was given to all 31 teachers of whom 24
 
returned the survey.
 
The survey consisted of five questions the teachers were
 
to respond to. The results are as follows;
 
1. 	Do you feel cheating is a problem in this Junior High
 
School? 74% said yes.
 
2. 	In your opinion do most Junior High students cheat? 96%
 
said yes.
 
3. 	To the best of your knowledge, what per cent of students
 
in this Junior High School cheat? A. 10-30% B. 30-50%
 
C. 50-70% D. 70-90% 74% of the teachers said that more
 
than 50% of Junior High students cheated.
 
4. Do you feel more students cheat on (A) Homework or (B)
 
Tests? 41% of teachers said Tests and 59% of the teachers
 
said Homework.
 
5. Do you feel teachers know when students cheat? 71% said
 
yes.
 
Since this survey was only a teacher opinion survey and
 
not based on any fact, this researcher wanted to study the
 
problem for more insight.
 
After working with students for many years, it has been
 
this researcher's observation that many students who become
 
cheaters could find out that cheating is only a momentary solu
 
tion to an immediate problem. In the long run cheating is
 
harmful to students in many ways. First, the student who
 
cheats might not learn as much as he is capable of learning.
 
This will be a handicap for many of these individuals at a
 
later date, when they need the information that they did not
 
learn. Secondly, Fischer^ found research indicating that sixth
 
grade children who yield to temptation to cheat are afterwards
 
more lenient toward cheating. Therefore, cheating may become
 
a part of the students' personality traits and continue into
 
2
 
and expand in adulthood. Thirdly, Home points out that
 
cheating has a way of infecting others.
 
Constance T. Fisher, "Levels of Cheating Under Condi
 
tions of Informative Appeal to Honesty," Journal of Educa­
tional Research, LXIV (September 1970), pp. 12-16.
 
2
 
Ferne W. Home, "Attitudes on Cheating of High School
 
Students." Journal of the National Association of Women Deans
 
and Counselors, XXVlTl (Spring, 1965), pp. 104. '
 
One way cheating spreads is when an honest student
 
realizes that others are cheating and the honest student is
 
not cheating. The honest student is then tempted to cheat in 
/
 
order to keep pace with the class. At this point some of the
 
otherwise honest students will join the ranks of the cheaters.
 
Another way that cheating spreads is when an honest student
 
is asked to supply test answers for a friend and the honest
 
student becomes an accomplice to cheating because he fears
 
displeasing his friend.
 
Purpose of the Study
 
The results reported by Sister Graham^ in one Wisconsin
 
Junior High School of sixth, seventh, and eighth grade students,
 
indicated that 78% of the students she studied cheated. In a
 
survey given to this researcher's Junior High School, 74% of
 
the teachers felt cheating was a problem. Therefore, it is
 
desirable that educators learn as much about cheating as they '
 
can, in order that they can begin to effectively combat the
 
problem of cheating.
 
The primary purpose of this study was to discover the
 
following in regard to one rural Southern California junior
 
high school:
 
1. Determine the ways in which pupils cheat.
 
2. Determine how often students cheat.
 
3
 
Sister Frances Graham, "The Probelm of Cheating,"
 
Catholic School Journal, LXV (November, 1965) pp. 37-38.
 
3. 	Determine the number of students who cheat.
 
4. 	Determine why children cheat.
 
5. 	Compare the per cent of students who cheated in
 
grades three through five with the per cent of
 
students who cheated in grades six through eight.
 
6. 	Determine if sex or a student's college plan is
 
related to any increase or decrease in cheating
 
between grades three through five and grades six
 
through eight.
 
Hypotheses of the Survey
 
After the review of literature the following hypotheses
 
was tested:
 
1. 	A larger percentage of boys than girls will indicate
 
that they cheated more in grades 6-8, than in grades
 
3-5.
 
2. 	A larger percentage of those who plan to attend
 
college than those who do not plan to attend college
 
will indicate that they cheated more in grades 6-8,
 
than in grades 3-5.
 
3. 	More students cheat by getting the test answers or
 
questions from someone who had taken the same test
 
in an earlier class, than by any other method.
 
4. 	Most students will indicate that they cheated on
 
less than ten per cent of their tests.
 
  
I 
5. 	A majority of students will indicate that they
 
cheated because of pressures for good grades.
 
Limits and Scope
 
This study was conducted in one rural Junior High
 
School in Southern California. The statistics found in this
 
study apply only to the school studied. The study only
 
indicates evidence of cheating and the methods employed by
 
cheaters.
 
^	 Method of Research
 
i'i All data was obtained by means of a questionnaire which
 
was distributed to 200 eighth grade students, at one Junior
 
High School. The school is made up of 47% Mexican American
 
*	 students, 45% white students, 6% black students, and 2% other.
 
It was necessary to use a large sample, in order to include a
 
sufficient number of students who plan to attend college.
 
Definition of Terms
 
The terms are defined as follows:
 
1. 	Junior High School — a junior high school is de
 
fined as a school that consists of grades six,
 
seven, and eight.
 
2. 	Students who are planning to attend college —
 
this group consists of the students who indicated
 
CHAPTER II
 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE
 
Conflicting views on
 
reasons for cheating
 
4
 
Home stated that A and B students cheat more than
 
other students; he used the following argument to substantiate
 
his claim. The A and B students are under tremendous pressure
 
to get good grades so that they will be admitted into the
 
colleges of their choice. Some of these students want to get
 
near perfect grades so that they will be admitted into some
 
of the very best colleges in the nation. Also, in order that
 
their records will look good, many of these students take
 
advanced courses. The advanced courses lead,to an overload
 
of work. Couple this overload of work with the strong desire
 
for good grades and the students will very often cheat.
 
Contradictory points were found in research conducted
 
with college students by Bowers. Bowers found that it is the
 
student with low grades and poor study habits who is more
 
4
 
Home, "Attitudes on Cheating of High School Students,"
 
National Association of Women Deans and Counselors Journal,
 
XXVIII (Spring, 1965), pp. 102-105.
 
5
 
William J. Bowers,."Cheating on the Campus," National
 
Education Association Journal, LV (February, 1966), pp. 20-22.
 
8
 
likely to cheat than the student with better grades. Bowers
 
equated low grades with attending college for social reasons
 
and high grades with an intellectual motive for attending
 
college. This would explain why the students with low grades
 
would do more cheating than the students who are effectively
 
motivated. Bowers also noted that most teachers and adminis
 
trators on college campuses are not aware of the very large
 
amount of cheating on the college campuses.
 
Bowers stated that "the most effective deterrent to
 
cheating is the disapproval of fellow students and in particu­
6
lar of close friends." He found that in non-coeducational
 
colleges and in smaller colleges there very often existed an
 
"atmosphere of disapproval" of cheaters, so that there was less
 
7
 
cheating in those institutions.
 
Cheating produces guilt feelings
 
g
 
Corey found that even though students felt cheating was
 
wrong they would cheat anyway. Corey asked his college students
 
how they felt about cheating. The students replied that cheat
 
ing was sinful and not in their best interest. Corey then gave
 
quizzes each Friday for five weeks and had the students correct
 
their own papers on Monday. He did not tell the students that
 
C
 
Ibid., pp. 22.
 
7
 
Ibid., pp. 22.
 
g
 
Stephen M. Corey, "Professed Attitudes and Actual Be
 
havior," Journal of Educational Psychology, XXVIII (April, 1937),
 
pp. 271-280.
 
9
 
he had already corrected their papers. Corey found that
 
seventy-five per cent consistently cheated even though they
 
said cheating was a sin and not in their best interest.
 
The above findings were verified by George Uhlig,^ who
 
studied the students at Eastern Kentucky State College toward
 
cheating. He used the Anderson scale, a social attitude scale,
 
and related the attitude toward cheating to the students' actual
 
behavior when the students were given an opportunity to cheat.
 
Reasons for cheating
 
Uhlig also wanted to see if stress would effect the number
 
of people who would cheat. The experiment was performed as
 
follows: First, the students' attitudes toward cheating were
 
discovered by use of the Anderson attitudinal instrument. Then
 
one class was given a very difficult test and the students were
 
told that the test would count heavily in their final grade for
 
the course. Another class was also given a very difficult
 
"test," but rather it was only for the use of the student
 
assessing his own progress. After the tests had been admin
 
istered, the instructors corrected the tests and recorded the
 
grades, but the instructors did not make any marks on the
 
papers. The tests were returned and each student corrected
 
his own test and assigned a grade to the test. Uhlig's con
 
clusions to the study were as follows:
 
9
 
George E. Uhlig and Barry Howes, "Attitude Toward Cheat
 
ing and Opportunistic Behavior," The Journal of Educational
 
Research, LX (November 9, 1967), pp. 411-412.
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1. A large number will cheat if given the opportunity.
 
2. The amount of stress makes no significant difference
 
in number of students who will cheat,
 
3. The student's attitude toward cheating, as measured
 
by the Anderson scale, has no significant relationship to the
 
student's behavior when the student is given the opportunity
 
to cheat.
 
4. Students are puzzled about whether some things are
 
or are not cheating. As an example, there was some doubt
 
whether or not it is cheating to submit a term paper to one
 
class when you had done the paper for another class.
 
Uhlig also administered the Anderson scale to twenty-five
 
members of the Department of Education and Psychology of the
 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and the faculty members were
 
also in doubt whether some of the items constituted cheating.
 
The staff members were more lenient than the students in their
 
views.
 
Cheating and sex differences
 
Kenneth H. David^^ gave thirty-eight men and thirty-eight
 
women one part of the Barons Ego-Strength scale, in which they
 
/
 
were to pick out the misspelled words from a list of fifty
 
difficult words. The subjects were told that the validity of
 
the test would be increased if the subjects took the test twice.
 
Kenneth H. David, "Sex Differences in Cheating and
 
Judgment Discrepancy on Barron's ES Scale, "Perceptual and
 
Motor Skills, XXIV (June, 1967 Part II), pp. 1154.
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The first time they were given the test under conditions in
 
which it was not possible to cheat. The second time the
 
subject was to administer the test to himself or to herself,
 
but the subjects were told that they were to get no outside
 
help. The results showed that many of the subjects cheated
 
on the self administered tests. The results also indicated
 
that sex made no difference in the amount of cheating.
 
In other research, Feldman^^ found that sex does make a
 
difference in the amount of cheating. Feldman tested seventh
 
grade and twelfth grade students in social science. He se­
cretely corrected their tests and then had the students correct
 
their own tests. Feldman found that 36.1 per cent of the
 
seventh grade girls cheated and 33.3 per cent of the twelfth
 
grade girls cheated. By comparison, 22.2 per cent of the
 
seventh grade boys cheated and 50.0 per cent of the twelfth
 
grade boys cheated. The statistics show that cheating by the
 
girls remained about the same, but cheating by the boys more
 
than doubled. Feldman concluded that the increase in male
 
cheating in high school may be due to increased pressure for
 
academic attainment in males.
 
Controlling cheating
 
12
Williams took a survey of pupils' opinions about
 
Soloman E. Feldman and Martin T. Feldman, "Transistion
 
of Sex Differences in Cheating," Psychological Reports, XX
 
(June, 1967 Part I) pp. 957-958.
 
12

F. Neil Williams, "Cheating in the Classroom," Improving
 
College and University Teaching, XVII (Summer, 1969) pp. 183-184,
 
cheating. Students felt that the most effective way to combat
 
cheating is to have better proctoring during tests.
 
13
Sxster Graham expanded on the proctoring idea. She
 
stated that the key to the problem of cheating is the teacher.
 
Graham charges the teacher with the responsibilities of de
 
tecting and preventing cheating. The teacher must also teach
 
honesty and do something with the grading system. According
 
to Sister Graham, if the final grade includes daily work,
 
assignments, quizzes, oral reports, projects, and tests, then
 
there would be less need to cheat in order to get a passing
 
grade.
 
The children in Graham's study said that the reasons for
 
their cheating were as follows: pressures from the home and
 
the school for high grades, difficult tests, lack of applica
 
tion, and lack of ability.
 
Summary of the Chapter
 
All the authors agreed that a large number of students
 
will cheat if they are given the opportunity. Corey^'^ found
 
that the students will cheat even though they believe that
 
cheating is not in their best interests. Uhlig15 found that
 
students would be dishonest in correcting their own papers even
 
though they were told that the grade did not count.
 
13
Graham, "The Problem of Cheating," pp. 37-38.
 
14
 
Corey, "Professed Attitudes," pp. 271-280.
 
^^Uhlig, "Attitudes Toward Cheating," pp. 411-412.
 
13
 
On many other points, the researchers that have been cited
 
in this chapter have disagreed with each other.
 
Horne^^ claims that A and B students cheat more than other
 
students. However, Bowers17 found that it is the student with
 
low grades that does the most cheating.
 
18
David found that sex made no difference in the number
 
of people who would cheat. On the other hand, Feldman^® found
 
that twelfth grade boys cheated more than girls.
 
Since the literature was conflicting, and was not specific
 
enough to answer the writer's questions, a questionnaire was
 
designed to study the problem of cheating.
 
16
 
Home, "Attitude on Cheating," pp. 102-105.
 
17
Bowers, "Cheating on the Campus," pp. 20-22,
 
18
David, "Sex Differences," pp. 1154.
 
19
 
Feldman, "Sex Differences," pp. 957-958.
 
CHAPTER III
 
THE SURVEY
 
Development of the Questionnaire
 
A questionnaire was devised to gather information about
 
cheating. Students were asked their sex, their future college
 
plans and a series of questions about cheating. Examples of
 
some of these questions are: "Have you ever used notes to
 
cheat on a test in junior high school?"; "Have you ever copied
 
answers from someone else's test in junior high school?";
 
"Have you ever turned in homework that someone else had done
 
in junior high school?"; and "Estimate the percentage of tests
 
in which you have cheated in junior high school." By compar
 
ing the answer to this last question with the answers to other
 
questions, it was possible to see if the students' answers
 
were consistent. Another question asks the students to
 
compare the amount of cheating which they had done in grades
 
three through five to the amount of cheating that they had
 
done in grades six through eight. On one question the students
 
were asked to give the reason or reasons why they cheated.
 
Validity and reliability
 
The validity and reliability of a questionnaire is very
 
14
 
15
 
important. Each question was evaluated by a panel of three
 
judges to determine if the questions are pertinent to the
 
previously mentioned hypotheses. The three judges consisted
 
of one Associate Superintendent of Schools who has been a
 
Principal of a Junior High School and an Elementary School;
 
^"'1 one Principal of a Junior High School and one Dean of Students
 
... in a Junior High School. The judges checked for freedom from
 
bias, ambiguity, and clues. All students were given the same
 
pencil and were told not to sign the questionnaire. Because
 
the students remained anonymous, they could give truthful
 
answers without fear of incrimination. The only writing the
 
pupils were asked to do was to select the letters of the
 
correct answer to the multiple choice questions. It is felt
 
that the reliability and validity of the questionnaire would
 
be increased by having the students indicate that they never
 
cheated, seldom cheated, sometimes cheated, or cheated often;
 
rather than just answering yes or no to the questions.
 
The questionnaire was given to 200 eighth grade students,
 
of which 189 responded at the end of the school year. The
 
responses were interpreted and summarized. The projections
 
drawn from the data were then made.
 
Report of the Findings
 
Introduction
 
The data that was obtained by use of the questionnaire
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is reported on the proceeding pages. Tables are used when the
 
data is complicated. Some of the responses are analyzed by com
 
paring boys' answers to girls' answers, and by comparing the
 
answers of those who plan to attend college with those who do
 
not plan to attend college. On questions where this type of
 
comparison is not important,, the responses of all students are
 
grouped together.
 
Questions and responses
 
Question 1. "Are you (a) male or (b) female?" Of the 189
 
pupils in the survey, 104 were males and eighty-five were females,
 
Question 2. "Will you attend college?" In response to
 
this question, 158 students indicated that they would attend
 
college and thirty-one students replied that they would not
 
attend college.
 
Question 3. "Have you ever cheated on a test or an assign
 
ment in grades 3-5 in elementary school?" The results are
 
summarized in Table 1 and Table 2.
 
TABLE 1
 
BOYS' AND GIRLS' RESPONSES TO "HAVE YOU EVER CHEATED
 
ON A TEST OR AN ASSIGNEMTENT IN GRADES 3-5
 
IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL?"
 
Boys' Girls'
 
Responses Responses
 
Number Percentage Number Percentage
 
Yes 77 74.0 63 74.1
 
No 27 26.0 22 25.9
 
No response 0 0.0 0 0.0
 
Total : 104 100.0 85 100.0
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TABLE 2
 
o
o
 
•
 RESPONSES FROM THOSE WHO PLAN TO ATTEND COLLEGE AND
 
o

THOSE WHO DO NOT PLAN TO ATTEND COLLEGE, TO
 
THE QUESTION, "HAVE YOU EVER CHEATED ON
 
A TEST OR AN ASSIGNMENT IN GRADES
 
3-5 IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL?"
 
o
 
Will Attend Will Not Attend
 
College College
 
Number Percentage Number Percentage 
o 
Yes 116 73.4•  24 77.4 
o 
No 42 26.6 7 22.6 
No response
 
Total 158 100.0 31 100.0
 
o
 
Question 4. "Have you ever cheated in junior high school
 
(grades 6-8)?" The results are found in Table 3 and Table 4.
 
TABLE 3
 
BOYS' AND GIRLS' RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION,
 
"DID YOU EVER CHEAT IN JUNIOR HIGH
 
SCHOOL (GRADES 6-8)?"
 
Boys' Girls'
 
Responses Responses
 
Number Percentage Number Percentage
 
Yes 95 91.3 81 95.3
 
No 9 8.7 4 4.7
 
No response
 
Total 104 100.0 85 100.0
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TABLE 4
 
RESPONSES OF STUDENTS WHO PLAN TO ATTEND
 
COLLEGE AND STUDENTS WHO DO NOT PLAN
 
TO ATTEND COLLEGE, TO THE QUESTION,
 
"DID YOU EVER CHEAT IN JUNIOR
 
HIGH SCHOOL (GRADES 6-8)?"
 
Planning to Not Planning to
 
Attend College Attend College
 
Number Percentage Number Percentage
 
Yes 148 93.7 28 90.3
 
No 10 3
6.3 9.7
 
No response 0 0.0 0 0.0
 
Total 158 31
100.0 100.0
 
Question 5. "If you have cheated in grades 3-5 and also
 
in grades 6-8, please compare the amount of cheating that you
 
did at these two levels." Note; Students were not required
 
to answer this question, if they had cheated only at one level.
 
However, the writer has included these students with either
 
those who cheated more in grades 3-5, or with those who cheated
 
more in grades 6-8. The results are summarized in Table 5 and
 
Table 6.
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TABLE 5
 
BOYS' AND GIRLS' RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION,
 
"IF YOU CHEATED IN GRADES 3-5 AND ALSO
 
IN GRADES 6-8, PLEASE COMPARE THE
 
AMOUNT OF CHEATING THAT YOU
 
DID AT THESE TWO LEVELS."
 
Boys Girls
 
Number Percentage Number Percentage
 
Cheated more 
in grades 3-5 22 21.2 11 12.9 
Cheated more 
in grades 6-8 47 45.2 54 63.5 
About the same 31 29.8 19 22.4 
Never cheated 4 3.8 1 1.2 
Total 104 100.0 85 100.0 
TABLE 6
 
RESPONSES OF THOSE WHO PLAN TO ATTEND COLLEGE AND
 
THOSE WHO DO NOT PLAN TO ATTEND COLLEGE, TO THE
 
STATEMENT, "IF YOU CHEATED IN GRADES 3-5 AND
 
6-8, PLEASE COMPARE THE AMOUNT OF CHEATING
 
THAT YOU DID AT THESE TWO LEVELS."
 
Planning Not Planning
 
on College on College
 
Number Percentage Number Percentage
 
Cheated more
 
in grades 3-5 25 15.8 88 25.8
 
Cheated more
 
in grades 6-8 86 54.4 15 48.4
 
About the same 43 27.2 7 22.6
 
Never cheated 4 2.5 1 3.2
 
Total 158 99.9 31 100.0
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Question 6. "Have you ever used notes to cheat on a
 
test in junior high school?" The results were:
 
Number of Students Percentage of Total 
never 95 50.3 
seldom 60 31.7 
sometimes 28 14.8 
often 6 3.2 
Question 7. "Have you ever copied answers from some
 
one else's test in junior high school?" The results were:
 
Number of Students Percentage of Total
 
never 40 21.2
 
seldom 81 42.9
 
sometimes 58 30.7
 
often 10 5.3
 
Question 8. "Have you ever given answers during a test
 
in junior high school?" The results were:
 
Number of Students Percentage of Total
 
never 21 11.1
 
seldom 69 36.5
 
sometimes 81 42.9
 
often 18 9.5
 
Question 9. "Have you ever turned in homework that
 
someone else had done in junior high school?" The results were:
 
Number of Students Percentage of Total
 
never 128 67.7
 
seldom 42 22.2
 
sometimes 15 8.0
 
often 4_ 2.1
 
Question 10. "Have you ever asked anyone who had taken
 
the same test in an earlier class for the test questions or
 
answers in junior high school?" The results were:
 
Number of Students Percentage of Total
 
never 43 22.8
 
seldom 62 32.8
 
sometimes 55 29.1
 
often 29 15.3
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FIGURE 1
 
COMPARISON OF HOW STUDENTS CHEATED
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Question 11. "Estimate the percentage of tests in which
 
you have cheated in junior high school." The results were:
 
never cheated
 
0-5%
 
5-10%
 
10-25%
 
25-50%
 
50-75%
 
75-100%
 
Number of Students
 
_
 
66
 
54
 
36
 
13
 
2
 
6
 
Percentage of Total
 
673
 
34.9
 
28.9
 
19.0
 
6.9
 
1.1
 
3.2
 
Question 12. "If you cheated, please give the reason(s)
 
for your cheating. The results were:
 
So I wouldn't fail
 
Tests were too hard
 
Pressures for good grades •
 
Didn't study for the tests
 
Didn't do the homework
 
To please my parents
 
Tests were too long to finish
 
Tests covered material that
 
was not covered in class
 
Other reasons
 
No response
 
Number
 
of
 
Responses
 
89
 
70
 
63
 
53
 
34
 
29
 
28
 
14
 
8
 
8
 
Percentage
 
of
 
Students
 
Responding
 
49.2
 
38.1
 
35.4
 
29.3
 
18.8
 
16.0
 
15.4
 
7.7
 
4.4
 
4.4
 
In regard to question 12, some of the reasons listed
 
were: "too much memorization;" "I don't know how and/or what
 
to study;" "I see no reason to be tested on something that I
 
know all about."
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OuGatlon 13. "If you have cheated, which one reason
 
mentioned in question 12 caused you to cheat most often?"
 
The results were as follows;
 
Pressures for good grades
 
So I wouldn't fail
 
Tests were too hard
 
Didn't study for the tests
 
Didn't do the homework
 
Tests were too long to finish
 
To please my parents
 
Tests covered material that
 
was not covered in class
 
Other reasons
 
No response
 
Number
 
of
 
Responses
 
48
 
37
 
26
 
26
 
13
 
9
 
7
 
6
 
6
 
11
 
Percentage
 
of
 
Students
 
Responding
 
27.0
 
20.8
 
14.6
 
14.6
 
7.3
 
5.1
 
3.9
 
3.4
 
3.4
 
6.2
 
Summary of the Chapter
 
The statistics from question 3 indicated the following:
 
1. About the same percentage of boys (74.0%) as girls
 
(74.1%) cheated in grades 3-5.
 
2. About the same percentage of those who plan to attend
 
college (73.4%) as those who do not plan to attend college (77.4%)
 
cheated in grades 3-5.
 
In regard to question 4, it was found that:
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1. The percentage of boys and girls who cheated in
 
grades 6-8 was about the same (91.3% and 95.3%).
 
2. The percentage of students who cheated and plan to
 
attend college was about the same as the percentage of students
 
who cheated and do not plan to attend college (93.7% and 90.3%).
 
When boys and girls were compared, relative to question 5,
 
it was found that a larger percentage of girls (63.5%) than
 
boys (45.2%) did more cheating in grades 6-8, than they did in
 
grades 3-5. Also, the evidence indicates that a larger per
 
centage of those planning on attending college (54.4%) than
 
those not planning to attend college (48.4%) did more cheating
 
in grades 6-8 than in grades 3-5.
 
Questions six through ten are summarized in Figure 1.
 
Figure 1 shows the percentages of students who employed various
 
methods of cheating. The figure shows that 88.9 per cent of
 
the students gave answers during a test; 78.8 per cent copied
 
answers from another person's test; 77.2 per cent tried to get
 
the test questions or answers from someone who had taken the
 
same test in an earlier class; 49.7 per cent used notes on a
 
test; and 32.2 per cent turned in homework that someone else
 
had done.
 
On question 11, 6.3 per cent indicated that they never
 
cheated on a test in junior high school. A total of 70.1 per
 
cent indicated that they cheated on less than 10 per cent of
 
their tests in junior high school.
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On question 12, students told the reason or reasons why
 
they cheated. The reasons given most often were as follows:
 
"So I wouldn't fail" (40.2%); "Tests were too hard" (38.1%);
 
"Pressures for good grades" (35.4%); and "Didn't study for
 
the tests" (29.3%).
 
In regard to question 13, where students listed the one
 
reason that was most responsible for their cheating, 27.0%
 
listed "Pressures for good grades." The second most frequent
 
response was "So I wouldn't fail."
 
CHAPTER IV
 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
 
The problem that was studied was cheating in junior high
 
school. The problem of cheating in junior high school is an
 
important one, and involves the majority of students. Educa
 
tors must learn more about the problem, in order to be able
 
to fight it effectively.
 
In order to learn more about the problem, a questionnaire
 
was designed to study the following; how many students cheat;
 
why they cheat; how often they cheat; methods of cheating; if
 
students cheated more in junior high school or elementary
 
school; if boys cheated more than girls; and if students who
 
plan to attend college cheated more than those who do not plan
 
to attend college.
 
In order to get a sample that was representative of the
 
entire student body, the questionnaires were given in classes
 
that had both male and female students, and were heterogeneously
 
grouped.
 
Two hundred questionnaires were given to eighth grade
 
students in a junior high school in Southern California. One
 
hundred eighty nine questionnaires were completed and returned.
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The students' answers were tabulated. The questionnaire pro
 
vided the statistics that follow.
 
The results of question 3 and 4 show that 176 students
 
cheated in grades 6-8 and 140 students cheated in grades 3-5.
 
This indicates that more students cheated in grades 6-8 than
 
in grades 3-5. There was no significant difference in the
 
percentages of boys and girls who cheated. There was no
 
significant difference in the percentages of those who cheated,
 
when comparing those who plan to attend college and those who
 
do not plan to attend college.
 
In response to question 5, it was found that 184 students
 
out of 189 had cheated. This indicates that 97 per cent of
 
the students in the study have cheated.
 
Question 5 also provided the information that 45.2% of
 
the boys cheated more in grades 6-8 than they did in grades
 
3-5. (The remainder of the students were about equally
 
divided between those who cheated more in grades 3-5 and
 
those who cheated "about the same" in grades 6-8 and grades
 
3-5). Sixty-three and 5/10 per cent of the girls cheated
 
more in grades 6-8. Because of this evidence,,Hypothesis 1
 
must be rejected. Hypothesis 1 states that, "A larger per
 
centage of boys than girls will indicate that they cheated
 
more in grades 6-8, than in grades 3-5." The evidence in
 
dicated that a larger percentage of girls, rather than boys,
 
cheated more in grades 6-8 than in grades 3-5.
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Also, in regard to question five, 54.4% of those who
 
plan to attend college indicated that they cheated more in
 
grades 6-8. For those not planning on college, 48.4% in
 
dicated that they cheated more in grades 6-8. Based on this
 
evidence. Hypothesis 2 must be accepted. Hypothesis 2 states
 
that, "A larger percentage of those who plan to attend
 
college than those who do not plan to attend college will
 
indicate that they cheated more in grades 6-8, than in
 
grades 3-5."
 
Hypothesis 3 stated, "More students cheat by getting
 
the test answers or questions from someone who has taken the
 
same test in an earlier class, than by any other method."
 
The students' responses to question 10 indicate that 77.2%
 
of the students have aske^d someone from a previous class for
 
the test questions or answers. But, it was found that 88.9
 
per cent of the students gave test answers (question 8), and
 
that 78.8 per cent had copied answers from another person's
 
test (question 7). Thus, Hypothesis 3 must be rejected. It
 
should be noted that 15.3 per cent of the students surveyed
 
indicated that they often asked previous classes for test
 
information. This method of cheating accounted for the
 
largest group who answered, "often." One-half of the students
 
admitted that they used notes on tests, and one-third indicated
 
that they turned in homework that someone else had done.
 
Hypothesis 4 stated that, "Most students will indicate
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that they cheated on less than 10 per cent of the test." The
 
results of question 11 support this hypothesis. The evidence
 
indicates that 70.1 per cent of the students cheated on less
 
than 10 per cent of their tests. One per cent admitted
 
cheating on 50-75 per cent of the tests, and 3 per cent ad
 
mitted cheating on 75-100 per cent of the tests.
 
Hypothesis 5 stated that, "A majority of students will
 
indicate that they cheated because of pressures for good
 
grades." On question 12, students were asked to list all the
 
reasons why they cheated. The most frequent responses were
 
as follows: so I wouldn't fail (49.2%); tests were too hard
 
(38.1%); and pressures for good grades (35.4%). On question
 
13, students selected the one reason that was the most
 
important cause of their cheating. The reasons most frequently
 
chosen were: pressures for good grades (27%); so I wouldn't
 
fail (20.8%); tests were too hard (14.6%); and didn't study
 
(14.6%). Since a majority of students did not select the
 
choice, pressures for good grades. Hypothesis 5 must be re
 
jected. However, it should be noted that the choices "so I
 
wouldn't fail," and "tests were too hard," involve pressure
 
on a student to obtain a higher grade. Also, on question 13,
 
more students selected "pressures for good grades" than any
 
other choice.
 
Teachers need to know the main reasons for student
 
cheating. The reasons are that students feel pressures to
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get good grades, they are afraid they will fail, and they feel
 
that some tests are too hard. Teachers should be aware of the
 
fact that almost all students have cheated. Teachers should
 
know that, in at least one study, a majority of students have
 
given answers during a test, copied during a test, and asked
 
students in previous classes for the test answers or questions.
 
In addition, one-half have used notes on a test, and one-third
 
have turned in homework that someone else had done.
 
After teachers know why students cheat, how they cheat,
 
and the magnitude of the problem, the teachers can analyze
 
what they do in class that could contribute to cheating. Is
 
the teacher lax about watching for cheating? Does he threaten
 
the students with failure? Does he give excessively long home
 
work? Does he give the same test to all his classes? Are his
 
tests too hard?
 
The statistics in this study are applicable only to one
 
junior high school. The students in this study cheated more in
 
junior high school than they did in elementary school. Future
 
research could be done with these students to determine if they
 
have established a trend, and will cheat more in high school
 
than they did in junior high school.
 
This study has not tried to develop a plan to curtail
 
cheating. Research in this area, if successful, would be a
 
great benefit to the student, to education, and to society.
 
Directions
 
1. 	DO NOT SIGN YOUR NAME TO THIS PAPER.
 
2. 	Please answer all of the questions.
 
3. 	When you have answered all of the questions, fold your
 
paper and place it in the box on the table.
 
Put 	the letter of the correct answer on the blank at the left.
 
1. 	Are you (a) male or (b) female?
 
2. 	Will you attend college?
 
a. 	I will or probably will attend college.
 
b. 	I will not or probably will not attend college.
 
3. 	Have you ever cheated on a test or on an assignment in
 
grades 3-5 in elementary school?
 
a. 	never
 
b. 	seldom
 
c. 	sometimes
 
d. 	often
 
4. 	Have you ever cheated in junior high school (grades 6-8)?
 
a. 	never
 
b. 	seldom
 
c. 	sometimes
 
d. 	often
 
5. 	If you cheated in grades 3-5 and also in grades 6-8,
 
please compare the amount of cheating that you did at
 
these two levels.
 
a. 	cheated more in grades 3-5.
 
b. 	cheated more in grades 6-8.
 
c. 	about the same.
 
6. 	Have you ever used notes to cheat on a test in junior
 
high school?
 
a. 	never
 
b. 	seldom
 
c. 	sometimes
 
d. 	often
 
7. 	Have you ever copied answers from someone else's test
 
in junior high school?
 
a. 	never
 
b. 	seldom
 
c. 	sometimes
 
d. 	often
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8. 	Have you ever given answers during a test in junior
 
high school?
 
a. 	never
 
b. 	seldom
 
c. 	sometimes
 
d. 	often
 
9. 	Have you ever turned in homework that someone else had
 
done in junior high school?
 
a. 	never
 
b. 	seldom
 
c. 	sometimes
 
d. 	often
 
_10. 	Have you ever asked anyone who had taken the same test
 
in an earlier class for the test questions or answers
 
in junior high school?
 
a. 	never
 
b. 	seldom
 
c. 	sometimes
 
d. 	often
 
_ll. 	Estimate the percentage of tests in which you have cheated
 
in junior high school.
 
a. 	never cheated
 
b. 	0-5%
 
c. 	5-10%
 
d. 	10-25%
 
e. 	25-50%
 
f. 	50-75%
 
g. 	75-100%
 
_12. 	If you have cheated, please give the reason(s) for your
 
cheating.
 
a. 	so I wouldn't fail
 
b. 	to please my parents
 
c. 	tests were too hard
 
d. 	tests were too long to finish
 
e. 	pressures for good grades
 
f. 	didn't study for the test
 
g. 	didn't do the homework
 
h. 	tests covered material that was not covered in class
 
i. 	other reasons — please list
 
_13. 	 If you have cheated, which one reason mentioned in
 
question 12 caused you to cheat most often?
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